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Finding the Right Proverb
Not all sayings are good to live by

You probably have a friend, or 
have known someone in the 

past, who has a proverb for just about 
everything.  Some proverbs make 
good sense: “Strike while the iron’s 
hot;” “Look before you leap;” “A 
stitch in time saves nine.”  But some 
others really need a second look.  
“Nature hates a vacuum;” “Silence is 
golden;” “Always darkest just before 
the dawn,” to name a few.

When you’re looking for proverbs 
to live by, you really need to be choosy.  
“Actions speak louder than words;” 
“Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you;” “Don’t put all 
your eggs in one basket.”  These and 
a handful of others seem to be good 
advice.

You may be familiar with some 
of the proverbs Jesus spoke when He 
was here: “Blessed are the merciful;” 
“Blessed are the peacemakers;” “An 
eye for an eye;” “Go the second 
mile.”  People are often surprised to 
learn that Jesus was also familiar with 
the proverbs of Aesop, and quoted 
him in Luke 4:23: “Ye will surely say 
unto me this proverb, Physician, heal 
thyself,” referring to Aesop’s “Quack 
Frog.”

It’s very likely that you have 
adopted some proverb, or motto, 
that guides your life and work.  “I’ll 
believe it when I see it;” “Put your 
money where your mouth is;” “Put 
up or shut up;” “Better late than 
never.”  And, of course, it’s difficult 
not to apply some of this worldly 
wisdom from time to time.

There comes a moment to a man 
or a woman when the realization 
sets in that what God says is best  
is best.  God says He loves us.  He 
says He wants us to be where He is.  
He sent His Son to live and to die in 
our place.  Jesus is preparing a place 
for us in His Father’s house.  And the 
ultimate reality—He is coming back 
to take us to a place where there is 
insufficient language to describe the 
joy and glory.  Our responsibility?  
To share these realities with others, 
so that they, too, might learn to serve 
and worship the Living God, and 
spend an eternity with Him.

The writer of the Ultimate Book 
of Proverbs had this to say: “Let us 
hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God, and keep His 
commandments: for this is the whole 
duty of man.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).  
Now that’s a Proverb you can put your 
whole weight on.  As is this thought: 
“Blessed are ye that sow beside all 
waters ....” (Isaiah 32:20).   “... The 
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as 
the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1).  Not only the 
fertile plain, but the desert also will 
blossom, because seed has been sown 
there; wind and creature have carried 
precious seed to this once unlikely 
desolate plain, and nature has taken 
its course.  Nature will always take its 
course—when necessary. 

There’s a time and a place for a 
vacuum, and nature will leave that 
alone—count on it.  It is never 
darkest just before the dawn; all 
things being equal, it is always darkest Your Mission World Family

at midnight, when the sun is farthest 
from sundown and sunup.  Silence is 
sometimes golden, but not always; 
sometimes silence is dangerous.

For this New Year, 2019, can our 
motto be to be more critical of the 
things we believe and of the things we 
say?  Can we forget some of the past, 
if possible, and keep going forward?  
When we get weary, can we lean on 
He Who has room in His yoke for 
two?  Can we be busy about the work 
of sowing seed?  Here in the office 
of Mission World our concern is 
always about the seed we print and 
the sowers we support.  The need of 
the Gospel is a worldwide need, and 
its seed seeks out a place to nestle and 
be nurtured.  Be brave.  Be strong.  
Our Father knows where we are and 
He knows our name; in that we may 
safely trust.  The seed we have sown 
and the seed we will sow has not been 
forgotten and will not escape the 
attention of our Father in Heaven.

Here at Mission World we talk 
about big numbers—the worldwide 
needs are so large.  We talk about 
millions of publications into the 
homes across America and around 
the world.  And while we talk about 
those big numbers, we are also 
busy about putting almost 200,000 
pieces of literature into Cuba; tens 
of thousands of books into Canada, 
into the prison system, and scattered 
across America.  And all with your 
help.  Thank you and God bless you.

Keep it up!




